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Kimchi and Chips
483 Lines Second Edition
2015

Jirg Lehni
Otto
2014

Alex Rich & Jirg Lehni
Empty Words
2008

A span of horizontal nylon threads is carefully configured as
a homage to the NTSC broadcast standard in Kimchi and
Chips 483 Lines Second Edition. Sixteen metres wide and
several layers deep, the idiosyncratic scrim is animated with
light from projectors that are precise enough to send beads
of light shooting across each thread. This taut projection
surface is used to display streams of light and feedback
patterns, where “minimal choreographed motion becomes a
strong physical sensation” offering a “parallel past, present,
and future.”

A scalable, robotic chalk-drawing machine designed for
surfaces up to 10 by 10 metres, Otto sketches narratives
and figures culled from the annals of art and design history.
With four bounding motors and belts, the device is “not
striving to be perfect, but instead has a distinct character” in
terms of its line quality. Taking time to draw its stories, Otto
methodically ‘performs’ each story it delineates and invites
the viewer into a mindful contemplation of form, content,
and the disembodiment implicit in contemporary technology.

A method for typesetting text-based posters where letters
are comprised of holes cut out of paper rather than strokes,
Empty Words turns a modified standard vinyl cutter into a
messaging system. Inviting its visitors to type a poster of
their own, users must also submit to constraints of type-size
and message length. These constraints simultaneously
yield simple posters “while rendering visible the always
present limitations of any technology-based system for
creative production.”
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